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The Mauriyas ruled over Afghanistan and
Baluchistan. Hindu culture had spread there and
also Buddhism. Khotan in Eastern Turkistan
was the centre of Buddhism and scholars from
China came there to study Sanskrit and Bud-
dhism, Indian culture was prevalent there till
the 8th century A.D.

D'-   Dear Sir, when did Indians colonise Indonesia?
^:   The Indian culture wa^ prevalent in Java from
the 2nd century A.D. to 15th century A.D. Hindu
merchants went there for trade and later on
princes went there to carve out their kingdoms.
With them went Hindu missionaries to spread
their religion. Hindus from Kalinga (Orissa) and
Tamilnadu settled there. In the 6th century
King Sanjaya built temples for Siva and Agastya.
AtBrahmapana in Central Java several temples
are existent even now with idols of Siva, Durga,
Vishnu and Ganesa. Architecture and painting
have themes from the Ramayana and the Ma-
habharata. The puppet plays ofJavahave themes
from the Ramayana. In the 5th century A.D. a
Kashmir! prince went to Java to spread Bud-
dhism.

At Bhorapudur there are temples for
Buddha and Hindu gods. They were built by
Sailendra King who ruled in the 8th century
A.D. over Java, Bali, Sumatra, Borneo (Varun-
adiv) and Malay peninsula (Kadaram). Srivijaya
ruled over Sumatra called Swamadiv in the
7th century A.D. Kaundinya Kula king ruled
over Bali in 9th century A.D. Hindus are still
there though the other islands of East Indies were
invaded by Muslim Arabs and the people were
converted to their religion. The culture there is